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Part I — Administrative

CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION

SECTION R101
TITLE, SCOPE AND PURPOSE

R101.1 Title. This subtitle shall be known as the “Seattle Resi-
dential Code” and may be so cited, and is referred to herein as
“this code.”

R101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code apply to the con-
struction, alteration, movement, enlargement, replacement,
repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, removal and
demolition of detached one- and two-family dwellings and
townhouses not more than three stories above grade in height
with a separate means of egress, and their accessory structures,
including adult family homes, foster family care homes and
family day care homes licensed by the Washington State
Department of Social and Health Services.

R101.3 Purpose. The purpose of this code is to provide mini-
mum standards to safeguard life or limb, health, property and
public welfare by regulating and controlling the design, con-
struction, quality of materials, occupancy, location and main-
tenance of buildings and structures within the City and certain
equipment specifically regulated herein.

The purpose of this code is to provide for and promote the
health, safety and welfare of the general public, and not to cre-
ate or otherwise establish or designate any particular class or
group of persons who will or should be especially protected or
benefitted by the terms of this code.

R101.4 Internal consistency. Where in any specific case, dif-
ferent sections of this code specify different materials, methods
of construction or other requirements, the most restrictive gov-
erns.

R101.5 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and
standards referenced in this code are part of the requirements of
this code to the extent prescribed by each such reference.
Where differences occur between provisions of this code and
referenced codes and standards, the provisions of this code
apply.

Exception: Where enforcement of a code provision would
violate the conditions of the listing of the equipment or
appliance, the conditions of the listing and manufacturer’s
instructions apply.

R101.6 Appendices. Provisions in the International Residen-
tial Code appendices do not apply unless specifically adopted.

[W]1 R101.7 Conflict with Ventilation Code. In the case of con-
flict between the ventilation requirements of this code and the
ventilation requirements of Washington Administrative Code
Chapter 51-13 the Washington State Ventilation and Indoor Air
Quality Code (VIAQ), the provisions of the VIAQ govern.

R101.8 Metric units. Wherever in this ordinance there is a
conflict between metric units of measurement and English
units, the English units govern.

SECTION R102
UNSAFE BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES OR PREMISES

R102.1 Definition. For the purpose of this section, “unsafe
buildings, structures or premises” include all buildings or
structures  and  all  premises  immediately  surrounding  such
buildings or structures, whether erected before or after the
effective date of this code, that are structurally unsound or
unsafe or not provided with adequate egress, or that constitute a
fire hazard, or are otherwise dangerous to human life, or that, in
relation to existing occupancy, constitute a hazard to safety,
health or public welfare by reason of inadequate maintenance,
deterioration, instability, dilapidation, obsolescence, damage
by fire or other causes or abandonment as specified in this code
or any other effective ordinance.
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Note: The seismic design for wood-frame buildings with
more than two stories above grade shall comply with the
Seattle Building Code or other standards referenced in Sec-
tion R301.1. See Sections R301.2.2.4 and Table R602.10.1.

Interpretation R101.2a: Buildings with mixed
occupancies, other than residences with home occupations,
are not within the scope of the Seattle Residential Code and
shall comply with the Seattle Building Code.

Interpretation R101.2b: Dwellings located above a com-
mon garage or other common space are not within the scope
of the Seattle Residential Code, and shall comply with the
Seattle Building Code. Units in detached two-family dwell-
ings that share a garage are within the scope of this code.

Note: If a structure is constructed and maintained in compli-
ance with standards and procedures of the Seattle Residen-
tial Code currently in effect, as well as the Seattle Building,
Mechanical, Fire, Electrical and Plumbing Codes currently
in effect, the Seattle Housing and Building Maintenance
Code, SMC 22.200-22.208 does not apply.

Note: Chapter 1 is entirely Seattle amendments to the International Residential Code and is not underlined.

1[W] preceding a section number indicates that the section incorporates a provision of the Washington State Residential Code.




